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This research was conducted to improve the students’ participation in learning writing 
recount text by using picture series. Most of the students did not actively participate in 
the class, when the teacher taught, they did not pay attention to the teacher, they talked 
to each other and did not participate in completing the assigned task. To achieve the 
research purpose, a classroom action research was conducted. This research was 
implemented to 33 eighth grade class D students. The research was done in three cycles. 
The writer observed the improvement of students’ participation by collecting the data 
through observation technique. The result of data analysis showed that the students’ 
participation improved during the process of teaching and learning writing recount text 
using picture series. The students could active participate in the teaching learning 
process. It showed that the percentage of students’ participation improved from 43% 
(cycle 1) to 45% (cycle 2) increased to 72% (cycle 3). It can be concluded that the 
students’ participation in learning writing recount text improved using picture series. 
Thus, it is recommended to the teachers to use picture series as a media to improve 
students’ participation. 
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INTRODUCTION
One of skill in English is writing. Writing 
is an activity where the students write and 
share what they are thinking. Urquhart & 
Mclver (2005, p.23) state that writing is about 
expressing knowledge and you want your 
students express their knowledge as 
thoughtfully and clearly as they can. Through 
writing, the teacher can identify students’ 
ability in using language, because writing 
does not only deal with a list of vocabularies 
and the knowledge of grammar, but also the 
ability to organize thoughts into series of 
paragraph. In Curriculum 2013 students are 
asked to learn recount text.  The students are 
able to express meaning and produce a short 
essay in the form of recount text very well. 
Based on the writer’s observation in SMP 
Negeri 5 Pontianak, the writer found most of 
students had low participation in learning 
process of writing. The problems were 
because the students did not actively 
participate in the class. Some of them did not 
pay attention to the teacher, they were being 
busy by themselves, they talked to friends, 
and also did not participate in working the 
assigned task. Students’ participation is 
usually defined as the activities or behaviors 
during the teaching learning process. The 
activity or behavior is connected with the 
learning activities such as reading the 
material, writing, listening to the teacher, 
asking question, giving a comment, doing a 
task, and discussing with friend. 
Turner J.C and Hellen Patrick (2004) 
states, “There are a number of ways that 
students can participate in learning activities, 
including offering their ideas and thoughts 
spontaneously, asking and answering 
questions when called on, demonstrating at 
the chalkboard, talking to peers or the teacher 
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about tasks, doing and completing written 
work. Students may also participate without 
these behavioral indicators of involvement by 
watching, listening, and thinking. 
Thus, it is worth conducting a research 
about the students’ participation. In doing 
this research, picture series would be a media 
to deliver teaching material. Wright (1997) 
states that picture can play a key role in 
motivating student. The student had a 
motivation because the picture has a visual 
media. Therefore, visual media like picture 
series helps the students to conceptualize the 
language the students want to use. 
Stancampiano (2013) states that visual media 
makes the student easier to remember the 
previous knowledge they have just learned. 
The similar research related to picture 
series media was previously conducted 
Militansina (2015), the finding showed that 
using pictures in procedure text is quite 
successful. It is not only effective to make 
students feel more interested and to enjoy the 
activity, but it can also give the students 
opportunity to be active in reading 
comprehension of procedure text. The 
similarity of the research finding is to develop 
students’ participation using pictures. In 
another research conducted by Winda Puspita 
(2018), the findings showed that students’ 
participation important during teaching and 
learning process as it is related to the learning 
activities such as reading, writing, speaking 
and listening. The similarity of the research 
finding is to improve students’ participation. 
From those previous researches, this 
research is different from them. This research 
focused on improving students’ participation 
using picture series while the previous 
research focused on students’ interest, skill 
and media use. The skills were also different. 
The previous research focused on speaking 
and listening while this research focused on 
writing recount text. Furthermore, what 
makes this research even more different was 
that this research relevant to improve 
students’ participation using picture series. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The design of this research is classroom 
action research. Classroom action research is 
study to carry out in the classroom to identify 
the problems and solving the problem during 
teaching and learning process. Wallace cited 
in Mackey & Gass (2005, p.216) states that 
classroom action research is defined as the 
way of reflecting a teacher’s or practitioner’s 
own teaching by systematically gathering 
data on the everyday teaching practice and 
analyzing it in order to figure out what the 
future practice should be. There are four steps 
in classroom action research. Kemmis and 
McTaggart in Anne Burn (2010, p.31) 
mention these four steps. The steps are the 
plan, the action, the observation, and the 
reflection. 
The subject of this research is the eighth- 
grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Pontianak in 
the academic year 2018/2019. The research 
conducted in class VIII D that consists of 33 
students. There are 15 boys and 18 girls in 
this class. Their age is between 13 – 15 years 
old. The research was conducted in this class 
because the student in this class had problem 
in low participation in learning process, 
especially in learning writing recount text. 
The writer applied observation technique. 
Thus, they could help the writer in reflection 
whether the actions are successful in 
improving the students’ participation in 
learning writing recount text using picture 
series. The observation was done by using 
observation checklist sheet and field notes as 
a guidance to notice students’ participation in 
learning writing recount text by using picture 
series. Meanwhile, observation technique 
was done by conducting the percentage of 
students’ participation in each activity based 
on the indicators of students’ participation to 
know the students’ progress or students’ 







Table 1. Specification for students’ Participation 
 
The writer used observation checklist and 
field notes as the tools of data collection. 
Therefore, the writer also needed to choose 
the appropriate instrument of data collection 
that is suitable with the technique that are 
chosen. 
The technique of data analysis in this 
study is quantitative data supported by 
qualitative data. Technique of data analysis 
presented some analysis to find out the result 
of this research. Therefore, the following 
analysis: 
1. To collect the data from the observation 
checklist in this research, the writer 
analyzed by calculating the percentage of 
active participation in each activity 









K = The percentage of active participation 
in each activity 
A = The number of students who actively 
participates 
N = The number of whole students  
2. To classify the data, the writer provided 
the criteria of the students’ participation 
score as follows: 
Table 2. Percentage Qualification 
Range (%) Qualification 
76 – 100 Very Active 
51 – 75 Active 
26 – 50 Less Active 
1 – 25 Passive 
 
3. To get average percentage of students’ 
participation, the writer measured it by 
using the following formula adapted 
from Singh (2006, p.286) which is: 




M : The percentage of the students’ 
participation 
N : The total indicators of 
participation 
∑fx : The total percentage of active 




















Participation in learning activities 
a) Offering the ideas and thoughts spontaneously 
b) Asking and answer question when the teacher 
called on. 
c) Demonstrating at the chalkboard. 
d) Talking to peers or the teacher about tasks. 
e) Doing and competing task in written work. 
 
 
Participation in classroom interaction 
a) Paying attention to the teacher 
b) Listen to the teacher instruction 
c) Giving respond to the others in presenting task 
d) Partipating in group discussions. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 
This research was conducted in three 
cycles. In each cycle there are four stages 
which consist of planning, acting, observing, 
and reflecting stage following the procedure 
of Classroom Action Research. During the 
implementation of picture series as a media, 
the teacher of the school acted as a classroom 
teacher and the writer as the observer of the 
students’ participation. 
This research starts from the planning 
stage, where the writer made a lesson plan 
with the picture series as the media and 
discussed with the teacher. The lesson plan is 
the guideline used based on curriculum 2013. 
The writer also explained the teacher how to 
implement picture series as a media to 
teaching writing recount text Next, the writer 
prepared the teaching learning process 
resources, such as the materials of recount 
text, picture series, and also presentation 
slides to make student easier to learn. In this 
cycle, the materials of recount text focused on 
generic structure. The writer also prepared 
the tools for the research such as the 
observation checklist and field notes. 
The second stage is acting, In this stage 
the focus is about the teaching and learning 
process which was applied through Three 
phase technique to improve the effectiveness 
of the teaching and learning process. Along 
with the statement above, the writer had put 
the acting stage through the implementation 
of Picture series as a media to improve the 
students’ participation in learning writing 
recount text. 
The next stage is observing, which focus 
on the data collection through the writer 
observation in the teaching and learning 
process. The observer is able to use several 
tools to improve the data validity and data 
collection such as observation checklist and 
field notes. In this research, the writer also 
acted as the observer. The tools were 
observation checklist and a field note. 
Reflecting is a last stage which focus on 
the teacher and the observer evaluate the 
effect of what they have done. In this stage, 
the writer found the solution and weakness 
which have been found through the cycle 
done. The writer made a summary of the 
problems and managed to have solution to 
correct the mistakes, in order to ensure the 
students’ participation would improve. 
Based on the observation, it is proven that 
students’ participation in learning writing 
recount text was improved by using picture 
series. The improvement is described as 
follows: in the first cycle, the writer found 
several problems that had to be corrected. 
The problems were related to participate of 
students in learning process, along with the 
teacher and the students. The problems came 
from both the external factors and internal 
factors. The writer found most of the students 
were still passive in the learning stage. On the 
other hand, only few students actively 
involved on doing the task but the others 
didn’t pay their full attention when doing the 
task.
Table 3. First Cycle Percentage  
No. Activities Being Observed The Percentage Qualification  
1 Offering the ideas and thoughts spontaneously. 39 Less Active  
2 Asking and answer question when the teacher called. 45 Less Active 
3 Demonstrating at the chalkboard. 21 Passive  
4 Talking to peers or the teacher about tasks. 33 Less Active 
5 Doing and completing task in written work. 66 Active 
6 Paying attention to the teacher. 57 Active  
7 Listening to the teacher instruction. 51 Active 
8 Giving respond to the others in presenting task. 39 Less Active 
9 Participating in group discussions. 36 LessActive 
The total percentage 387  




In this stage of the second cycle, the writer 
concluded that the second cycle of the 
research was successful to extent able to pass 
the standard of percentage students’ 
participation. All of the intended actions from 
the teaching and learning process were able 
to be done much better than the first cycle. It 
can be seen from the result of students’ test 
and mostly from the students’ participation 
which shown excitement over learning used 
picture series. 
The result of the two cycles indicated 
using picture series to improve students’ 
participation in learning writing recount text. 
The students were motivated to learn recount 
text and they were also able to write the 
recount text based on the picture series. After 
using the picture series as media of the 
learning, the students were motivated in 
learning the recount text through picture 
series. The students were also able to acquire 
the idea of how picture series to help them in 
learning writing recount text. 
The writer believes that the result of the 
two cycles could be improved more with 
another cycles. In the previous cycle, the 
percentage of students’ participation only 
43% while in the second cycle, the 
percentage increased to 45%, which is 
categorized as “Less Active”. The teacher 
and the writer believed that these problems 
can be minimize by conducting the third 
cycle and both of them agreed to do it.
Table 4. Second Cycle Percentage 
 
After discussing and look the 
improvement of the students with the teacher, 
the writer concluded that third cycle was 
better than the previous cycle. The problem 
appeared also had been minimized in this 
cycle. The use of clearly explanation in steps 
of media and how the students gave attention 
to the teacher were the most important things. 
The writer concluded that this cycle was 
successfully improved the students’ 
participation in learning writing recount text. 
Based on that fact the writer decided to stop 
the cycle. Moreover, the percentage of 
students’ participation also showed very 
significant progress. Their percentage 
increased from 45% to 72%. 
 
Table 5. Third Cycle Percentage 
No. Activities Being Observed The Percentage Qualification  
1 Offering the ideas and thoughts spontaneously. 45 Active  
2 Asking and answer question when the teacher called. 54 Active 
3 Demonstrating at the chalkboard. 39 Less Active 
4 Talking to peers or the teacher about tasks. 51 Active 
5 Doing and completing task in written work. 75 Active 
6 Paying attention to the teacher. 69 Active  
7 Listening to the teacher instruction. 63 Active 
8 Giving respond to the others in presenting task. 51 Active 
9 Participating in group discussions. 60 Active 
The total percentage 408  
The percentage of students’ participation 45 Less Active 
No. Activities Being Observed The Percentage Qualification  
1 Offering the ideas and thoughts spontaneously. 57 Active  
2 Asking and answer question when the teacher 
called. 
72 Active 




The data were collected in the form of 
field notes and observation checklist. From 
the research findings, it can be seen that the 
students’ participation has increased from 
cycle to cycle. The improvement can be seen 
from the percentage of students’ participation 
in first cycle is 43% to second cycle is 45%, 
then, in third cycle increased to 72%.  
 
Discussion 
This classroom action research was 
conducted in three cycles. Each cycle 
consisted of planning, acting, observing, and 
reflecting stage. The acting was conducted in 
one meeting (2 x 45 minutes) that was 
performed during the teaching and learning 
process. While teaching and learning process, 
the official teacher taught the classroom and 
the writer observed what happening in the 
classroom and took some notes. The data 
were collected in the form of observation 
checklist and field notes. In this part, the 
writer tried to answer the research problem. 
The purpose of this research is to improve the 
students’ participation in learning writing 
recount text by using picture series. After 
conducting the research, the writer found that 
picture series could improve the students’ 
participation in learning writing recount text. 
The first, picture series could improve the 
students’ participation in paying attention to 
the teacher explanation. They paid more 
attention to the materials given by the teacher 
because the teacher used some various 
pictures to support the media such as the text 
and the power point. They could put their 
concentration more to the lesson. The second, 
picture series could improve the students’ 
participation in answering the questions. 
After the picture series applied to the 
students, they became more confident in 
answering the questions. They knew the story 
element of the story and it helped them 
understand the text easily. 
The third, picture series could improve the 
students’ participation in discussing and 
doing the task. The students discussed the 
text in pair. They shared their ideas with their 
friend. They completed the story based on 
pictures. Discussing in pair helped the 
students to participate actively in the 
discussion and the classroom atmosphere 
became alive, interactive and fun. According 
to Smaldino (2005) also argues that picture 
series make the students interested in learning 
writing because picture series is one of the 
visual aid in teaching by using media. 
Therefore, the teacher found that the students 
feel happy and excited in teaching learning 
process. 
The writer compares with other previous 
finding, it can be acquired the differences 
with the finding from Militansina (2015), the 
finding showed that using pictures in 
procedure text is quite success. It is not only 
effective to make students feel more 
interested and enjoy doing activity, but also it 
can give the students the opportunities to be 
active in reading comprehension of 
procedure text. The similarity of the research 
finding is to develop students using pictures. 
In Winda Puspita (2018), the findings showed 
that students’ participation that important 
during teaching and learning process because 
connected with the learning activities such as 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. The 
similarity of the research finding is to 
improved students’ participation. 
Based on the previous research findings, 
the writer intends to extend the previous 
findings and to enrich the similar research 
findings as the basis for writing his paper. 
Here the writer wants to conduct the different 
research compared to the previous research 
4 Talking to peers or the teacher about tasks. 72 Active 
5 Doing and completing task in written work. 84 Very Active 
6 Paying attention to the teacher. 81 Very Active  
7 Listening to the teacher instruction. 81 Very Active 
8 Giving respond to the others in presenting task. 57 Active 
9 Participating in group discussions. 87 Very Active 
The total percentage 648  
The percentage of students’ participation 72 Active 
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findings. The writer focused to improve the 
students’ participation in learning writing 
recount text by using picture series. 
Students’ participation is one of the 
indicators to see students’ motivation to 
learn. The students’ participation is 
connected with active or not the students in 
following the teaching learning process. The 
students’ participation can cause the 
interaction between students and teacher or 
students to others. According to Turner J.C 
and Hellen Patrick (2004), there are a number 
of ways that students can participate in 
learning activities, including offering their 
ideas and thoughts spontaneously, asking and 
answering questions when called on, 
demonstrating at the chalkboard, talking to 
peers or the teacher about tasks, doing and 
completing written work. Furthermore, it is 
essential for the teacher to pay attention to the 
students’ participation. The teacher should 
create an atmosphere of interesting and fun 
learning. 
The improvement can be seen from the 
percentage of students’ participation in first 
cycle is 43% to second cycle is 45%, then, in 
third cycle increased to 72%. It showed that 
there was a significant improvement in 
students’ participation when implementing 
picture series in learning writing recount text, 














Figure 1. The Percentage of Students’ Participation 
 
Based on the explanation above, picture 
series media was good to improve students’ 
participation in learning writing recount text. 
From the result of data analysis, the 
percentage of students’ participation has 
increased from cycle to cycle. Therefore, 
the writer has concluded the purpose of 
research which stated “students’ participation 
in learning writing recount text using picture 
series” was improve. 
  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion 
According to the research findings and 
discussions, the writer sums up several 
conclusions. First, picture series was 
implemented as a media to improve students’ 
participation while the students learn writing 
recount text. The students’ participation in 
learning writing recount text was improved 
by using Picture series. This was proved by 
the result of percentage of students’ 
participation. In the first cycle, the percentage 
of students’ participation was 43% and in the 
second cycle was 45%, then in the third cycle 
is significantly improved the percentage was 
72%. 
Second, picture series activated students’ 
background knowledge about the word, and 
also picture helped student easier to imagine 
the word and hence knew the meaning. The 
students also became active even more from 
cycle to cycle. It can be concluded that the 
students’ participation in learning writing 
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43% 45%
72%












Then, the whole process of learning writing 
recount text using picture series increased 
students’ motivation and responsibility to 
participate actively in learning process so 
they would obtain a better result of learning. 
 
Suggestions 
Referring to the discussion of the 
research, the writer provides some 
constructive suggestions for teacher, the 
students, for the future researcher as follows: 
first, the teachers are suggested to use picture 
series for their students in learning writing 
recount text since it involves colorful pictures 
by which students learn more happily and can 
visualise them in creating their own recount 
texts. Second, the teachers are suggested to be 
able in selecting the pictures to be used in 
teaching recount text that suit their level. 
When the chosen pictures are meeting the 
students’ level of understanding or based on 
their prior knowledge or daily setting, they 
can easy visualise the pictures. Third, the 
students in learning recount text, must pay 
more attention to focus on the pictures 
provided by teachers since the pictures are 
quite central for learning recount texts. The 
last, for the future researchers, try to step 
outside of the bubble where picture series is 
regularly used. There are a lot of different and 
various topic pictures can have to deal and 
relate to in learning to make text especially 
recount text.  
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